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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/092,772 
Art Unit: 2624 

DETAILED ACTION 
Applicant(s) Response to Official Action 

[1] The response filed on March 6, 2007 has been entered and made of record. 

Response to Arguments/Amendments 

[2] Presented arguments have been fully considered, but are rendered moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection necessitated by amendment(s) initiated by the applicant(5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of applicadon for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has 
fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this ride before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do 
not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting direcdy or indirecdy from an international 
application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is 
determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to die amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 
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[3] Claims 1, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15 and 16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) and 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Sakai ' et al. ("Sakai"). 

Regarding claim 1, Sakai meets the claim limitations, as follows: 

A method of processing a document that includes a plurality of characters [fig. 4J, the 
method comprising: capturing a plurality of partially overlapping digital images (Le, 1 
and 2) of the document with an image capture device jfig, 8A and 8B; col. 5, IL 39-46]; 
maintaining image sequence (Le. first and second) information identifying a sequential 
order in which the partially overlapping images were captured [coL 5, //. 39-46]; 
receiving direction information (Le. reading direction) indicative of a direction of relative 
movement between the image capture device and the document during the capture 
of the plurality of partially overlapping digital images [fig. 32; col. 10, II. 1-50; coL 24, IL 
1-5]; performing optical character recognition (ie. s403 and s405) on the plurality of 
captured partially overlapping digital images (i.e. first and second image) y to generate a 
corresponding plurality of electronic text files [fig. 4; col. 8, 1. 62 col. 9, 1. 5]; selecting 
two (i.e. first and second) of the plurality of electronic text files based on the sequence 
information [fig. 4]; and combining the two selected electronic text files (ie. merging) 
into a combined text file based on the direction information (i.e. scanning direction) and 
based on a character Sequence appearing in common (i.e. overktp) in the two selected 
electronic text files [col. 10, IL 1-3 and 30-60]. 

Regarding claim 4, Sakai meets the claim limitations, as follows: 

The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of partially overlapping digital images 
are captured with a digital camera (i.e. handheld scanner)^ the method further 
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comprising: providing the direction information (i.e, reading direction) with a user input 
device of the digital camera [fig. 32; col. 24, IL 1-5]. 

Regarding claim 5, Sakai meets the claim limitations, as follows: 

The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of partially overlapping digital images 
are captured with a digital camera (Le. handheld scanner)^ the method further 
comprising: automatically detecting (i.e. based on previous direction) the direction 
information [col. 25, IL 1-10], 

Regarding claim 13, Sakai meets the claim limitations, as follows: 

The image capturing apparatus of claim 12, wherein the image capturing apparatus is 
implemented in one of a cellular telephone, a personal digital assistant device, and a 
laptop computer [col. 1, IL 52-55]. 

Regarding claims 7, 9, 10, 12, 15 and 16, all claimed limitations are set forth and rejected as 
per discussion for claims 1, 4 and 5. 

[4] Claims 6, 11 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sakai 

in view of Nakao" 

Regarding claim 6, Sakai discloses the claim limitations as set forth in claim 1. 
Sakai does not explicidy disclose the following claim limitations: 
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The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of digital images are captured 

automaticaUy at a predefined time interval. 
However, in the same field of endeavor Nakao discloses the deficient claim limitations, as 
foUows: 

The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of digital images are captured 

automatically at a predefined time interval [coL 9, 11. 28-31], 
Sakai and Nakao are combinable because they are from the same field of document imaging. 
It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to . 
modify the teachings of Sakai with Nakao to automatically capture images in a predefined 
time interval, the motivation being ensure overlap among successive images [coL 9, IL 28-31], 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 17, all claimed limitations are set forth and rejected as per 
discussion for claim 6. 

Conclusion 

[5] Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
firom the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
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calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SEX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

[6] Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiunications from the examiner 
should be directed to Mr. Sath V. Perungavoor whose telephone number is (571) 272-7455. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday firom 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Mr. Matthew C. Bella whose telephone number is (571) 272-7778, can be reached on Monday to 
Friday from 9:00am to 5:00pm. The fax phone number for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-firee). 



Dated: April 10, 2007 



Matthew C. Bella 
Sath V. Perungavoor 
Telephone: (571) 272-7455 
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' JP 2000278514, published on October 6, 2000, and US 7,194,144, published on March 20, 2007, Examiner uses the US 
application as a tianslation for the Japanese document, 
a US 6,459,819 Bl 
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